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SENATE....No. 5
crowmontoeaUi) of JWassacijttsetts.
To the President of the Senate :
Sik,—In compliance with the provisions of the act of April 
28, 1849, I have the honor to transmit to you, to be laid before 
the Legislature, the Annual Report on the State Library for the 
year 1850.
I have the honor to be,
Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
BARNAS SEARS, Librarian.
State Library, Jan. 17, 1851.
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L I B R A R I A N ’S R E P O R T .
To the Honorable Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massa­
chusetts :
The Librarian of the State Library, in pursuance of an act of 
April 28, 1849, presents to the Legislature his
ANNUAL REPORT.
The annual appropriation of three hundred dollars, author­
ized by law for the increase of the State library, not having 
been called for in 1849, has been received within the last year, 
together with the appropriation for 1S50. A portion of the 
amount thus received was expended under the direction of the 
committee on the library, and is embraced in the following ac­
count to July. The residue expended after that date was au­
thorized by the trustees of the library, who were appointed 
under a statute of April last to act in the place of standing 
committees of the Legislature.
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The Commonwealth.
D r .
in account with the Library Committee 
and Trustees. Cr.
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Nov. 18 
Dec. 12 
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Paid freight on books,
Paid bill of Jos. Breck, for 
N. Eng. Farmer, 24 vols.,
Paid Little & Brown’s bill—- 
Mill’s Political Economy, 
Supplement to Hakluyt, Conquerors of New YVorld, 
Elliot’s Harvard College,North Amer. Review, 1849, 
Silliman’s Journal, 19 to 24, 
Gray’s Genera of Plants, 2d v. 
Jour, of Agriculture, 6 vols., 12 
No. 10, Vol. 4, Sillim. Jour., 
Strype’s Works, 27 vols., 110 
W hite’s Georgia, - - 3
Rural Cyclopedia, 4 vols., 17 
Campbell’s C. Justices, 2 v., 5
Railway Register, 2 vols., 12 
Railway Cases, 4 vols., - 25 
Lib. of Sc ¡entitle W ’ks, 5 v., 25 
Nuttall’s Sylva, 3 vols., - 18 
Hall’s General Atlas, - 17 
Johnston’s Agricul. Chem., 4 
Precedents of Pri. Acts of Pari. 3 
Paid Little & Brown’s bill— 
Howard’s Reports, vol. 8, 5
North Amer. Rev. for 1850, 5
Sillim. Jour., Nos. 25 to 30, 5 
Paid Little & Brown’s bill— 
Smith’s and Rich’s Die., 4 v., 20 
Am. Ann’l Reg., vols. 6 & 8, 4 
Paid freight on books,
Silliman’s Jour., No. 1, vol. 11, 3 
Index to 50 vols. of Sil’s Jour., 2 
Carey’s Am. Museum, 13 vols. 26 
Colonial Laws of Mass., - 8
Ancient Laws of N. Jersey, 3
Bacon’s Laws of Maryland, 8
Freight on book,
Horticultural Mag., 2 vols., 5
Congressional Globe, - 96
Paid bill of Little & Brown— 
Siege of Bost. and 2 pamph. 3
Trial of Webster, - 2
Life & W ’ks of J. Adams, 2v. 2 
Lowell Offering, 7 vols., - 10
Balance to 1851, - 40
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00
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37
$602 12
1850 
Jan. 1
April 29
By bal’ce from 
acc’to fl8 4 9 , $2 12 
By amount re­ceived at the 
Treas’y—ap­
propriations 
for 1849 and 
1850, 600 00
$602 12
4 STATE LIBRARY. [Jan.
ADDITIONS TO THE STATE LIBRARY IN 1850.
RECEIVED BY PURCHASE.
VOLUMES.
2American Journal of Science and Arts, 8 numbers,
Index Volume of Journal of Science and Arts, . . 1
North American Review, 4 numbers, . . .  2
Magazine of Horticulture, 12 numbers, . . 1
Edinburg Review, 4 numbers, . . . .  2
Fruits of America, 2 numbers.
London Quarterly Review, 4 numbers, . . .  2
Rural Cyclopedia, . . . . .  3
North American Sylva, . . . . .  3
Johnston’s Lectures on Agriculture, Chemistry and
Geology, . . . . . .  1
Railway Register, . . . . .  2
White’s Statistics of Georgia, . . . .  1
Quekett’s Treatise on the Use of the Microscope, . 1
Library of Illustrated Standard Scientific Works, . 5
Railway and Canal Cases in Courts of Law and Equity, 4 
Lives of the Chief Justices, . . . .  2
Hall’s General Atlas, . . . . .  1
Strype’s Works, . . . . . .  27
Westminster Review, 4 numbers, . . .  2
North British Review, 4 numbers, . . .  2
Precedents of Private Acts of Parliament, . . 1
New England Farmer, . . . .  . 2 4
American Annual Register, 1827-8-9; 1832-3, . 2
Rich’s Companion of the Latin Dictionary and Greek
Lexicon, . . . . . .  1
Dictionary of Greek and Roman Antiquities, . . 1
Dictionary of Greek and Roman Biography and My­
thology, . . . . . .  3
Laws of Massachusetts Bay, 1692-1774, . . 1
Carey’s American Museum, . . . .  13
Provincial Laws, Charters, &c., of New Jersey, . 1
Life and Works of John Adams, . . .  1
Bacon’s Laws of Maryland at large, 1765, . . 1
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Lowell Offering, . . . . . .  7
Siege of Boston, with Controversial Pamphlets, . 1
Report of the Case of Prof. John W. Webster, . . 1
Congressional Globe, 1833-1S50, . . .  24
Howard’s Reports, Supreme Court of the United States,
vol. 8, . . . . . . . 1
147
RECEIVED BY EXCHANGE THROUGH THE STATE DEPARTMENT 
Laws, Journals, &c., of the United States.
VOLUMES.
United States Statutes at large, 1st and 2d sessions,
29th Congress.
1st and 2d sessions, 30th-Congress, 4 numbers.
House Journal, United States, 2d sess., 30th Congress, 2 cop., 2
House Reports, “ “ “ “ 2
House Miscellaneous, “ “ “ “ 2
Senate Journal, “ “ “ “ 2
Senate Reports, “ “ “ “ 2
Senate Miscellaneous, “ “ “ 4
Senate Documents, “ “ “ “ 8
Senate Public Documents, Special Session, 2 copies, . 2
Executive Documents, United States, 2 sessions, 30th
Congress, 2 copies, . . . . .  14
The Races of Man, United States Exploring Expedi­
tion, vol. 9th, . . . . . .  1
Geology, with a folio Atlas, United States Exploring
Expedition, . . . . . .  2
41Laws, Documents, cj'c. of the States.
Revised Statutes of Wisconsin, 1849, 2 copies, . 2
Acts and Resolutions of Iowa, 1848-9, 3 copies, . 3
Laws of Vermont, 1849, 3 copies, . . .  3
House Journal of Iowa, 1848-9, 2 copies, . . 2
Catalogue of New York State Library, 1850, . . 1
Acts and Resolves of Maine, 1849.
Legislative Documents of Maine, 1835-6-8-9, 1840-3- 
4-5-6-7-8-9, .................................................. 12
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VOLUMES.
Catalogue of Maine State Library. . . .  1
Code of Virginia, 1849, . . . . .  1
Laws of Kentucky, 1849-50, 2 copies, . • 2
Legislative Documents of Kentucky, 1849-50. 1
House Journal of Kentucky, 1S49-50, . . .  1
Senate Journal of Kentucky, 1849-50, . . .  I
Acts and Resolves of Wisconsin, 1850, . . .  1
Laws of New Jersey, 1S50, 3 copies, . . .  3
Laws of Michigan, 1S50, . . . .  1
Acts of Virginia, December session, 1848. Extra and
regular sessions, 1849-50, . . . .  2
General Laws of Indiana, 1850, . . .  2
Documentary Journal of Indiana, 1S49-50. . . 1
Laws of New York, 1S50, 3 copies, . . .  3
Laws of Rhode Island, May session, 1S50, . . 1
Acts of Alabama, 1849-50, 1
Mississippi Senate Journal, 1850, . . .  1
Mississippi House Journal, 1850, 1
Laws of New Hampshire, 1842-7, . . .  I
Laws of Louisiana, 1S50, . . . .  2
Laws of New Hampshire, June session, 1850, 3 copies.
Laws of Maryland, 1849-50, . . . 1
Acts, Resolutions, Journals, &c., of South Carolina. 1849 2
Senate and House Journals of Maryland, 1849-50. . 2
Legislative Documents of Maryland, 1849-50, . . 1
Laws of Ohio, 1849-50, . . . .  1
Laws of Pennsylvania, 1S50, . . . .  1
Public Acts of Connecticut, 1850, 3 copies, . . 3
Private Acts of Connecticut, 1850, 3 copies, . . 3
House Journal of Connecticut, 1850, . . .  1
Acts of Rhode Island, August session, 1850, . . 1
Documentary History of New York, 1850, . . 1
67Laiv Reports.
Douglas’s Michigan Reports, Supreme Court, vol. 2, . 1
Smede’s and Marshall’s Mississippi Reports, vol. 12, . 1
Washburn’s Vermont Reports, vol. 5, . • . 1
Green’s Iowa Reports, vol. 1, • • . 1
1851.] SENATE—No. 5. 7
VOLUMES.
Strobhart’s South Carolina Reports, vol. 2, . 1
Iredell’s North Carolina Reports, vol. 9, . . 1
Shepley’s Maine Reports, vols. 11, 15, and 2 copies of 14, 4
Gilman’s Illinois Reports, vol. 5, . . .  1
Monroe’s Kentucky Reports, vol. 9, . . 1
Blackford’s Indiana Reports, vol. 8, . . 1
Hogue’s Florida Reports, vol. 3, . . .  I
Griswold’s Ohio Reports, vol. 18, . . .  1
Day’s Connecticut Reports, vol. 19, . . 1
Zabriskie’s New Jersey Reports, 2 copies, vol. 1, . 2
Robard’s Missouri Reports, vol, 12, . . 1
19
PAMPHLETS BY EXCHANGE.
P A M P H L E T S .
Annual Reports of Trustees of New York State Library, 6 
Report of Joint Library Committee, New York, . 1
Catalogue of New York State Library, 1S46, . . 1
Catalogue of Historical Papers and Parchments de­
posited in New York State Library, . . . 1
Annual Report of Railroad Corporations in the State of
New York, . . . . . .  5
Pennsylvania Journal of Prison Discipline, 4 numbers, 4
Annual Report of Directors of Pennsylvania Institution
for Deaf and Dumb, . . . . .  1
Report of Ohio State Auditor, . . . . 1
Report on the Geology of Alabama, . . . 1
Annual Report of the Regents of the University of
New York, . . . . . .  1
22
RECEIVED BY DONATION.
VOLUMES.A Collection of Engravings for Manufacturers and Me­
chanics, with a Description of the same. Presented 
by the Prussian Government through the Prussian 
Legation at Washington, . . . .  2
Congressional Globe, 1818-9. Presented by Hon. R.
C. Winthrop, . . . . . .  1
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VO LUMES.
Debates in the Convention of California. Presented by
Hon. R. C. Winthrop, . . . .  1
Proceedings of National Medical Convention. Present­
ed by the American Medical Association, . . 1
Transactions of the American Medical Association, vols.
I and 2. Presented by the same, . . .  2
Thatcher’s Criminal Cases. Presented by Samuel C.
Thatcher, . . . . . .  1
Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary. Presented by Messrs.
G. & C. Merriam, . . . .  1
Worcester’s Comprehensive Octavo Dictionary. Pre­
sented by Messrs. Wilkins, Carter & Co., . . 1
Cushing’s Manual. Improved edition. Presented by
L. S. Cushing, Esq., . . . . .  1
Report on Public Hygiene. Presented by J. Curtis. M. D., 1
Production of Vital Force, by Edward Jarvis, M. D.
Presented by the author, . . . . 1
The Appleton Memorial. Presented by J. A. Jewett, . 1
Charters and Ordinances of the City of Boston. Pre­
sented by the City Government, 1
15
P A M P H L E T S ,
Mr. Schenck’s Speech in House of Representatives of 
the United States, December 27, 1849. Presented by 
Hon. R. C. Winthrop, 1
Twenty-fourth Annual Report of Prison Discipline So­
ciety. Presented by Rev. L. Dwight, . . 1
Proceedings of the American Antiquarian Society. Pre­
sented by the society, . . . . 1
Code of Ethics of the American Medical Association.
Presented by Isaac Hays, M. D., • • 1
The Usury Laws. Presented by Nahum Capen, Esq., 1
Hygiene of Massachusetts. Presented by J. Curtis, M. D., 1
Mr. Winthrop’s Speech on the President’s Message, . 1
Mr. Winthrop’s Speech on the President’s Message,
transmitting the Constitution of California, . . 1
Letter from the Secretary of the Treasury communicat­
ing the Report of the Superintendent of the Coast 
Survey. Presented by Hon. John Davis, . . 1
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VOLUMES.
Insanity in the Sexes, by Edward Jarvis, M. D. Pre­
sented by the author, . . . . .  1
Mr. Rantoul’s Oration, and Account of the Union Cele­
bration, at Concord, April 19, 1850, . . . 1
Description of a Railroad Route from St. Louis to San
Francisco, with a Map and Profile, . . . 1
12
RECEIVED BY INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGES THROUGH MR.
VATTEMARE.
Rapport du Jury Central sur les Produits de L’industrie
Française. Tome 1, 2, 3. Paris, 1844, . . 3
Annales des Haras et de l’Agriculture. Tome 3, 1S47, 1
Cours d’Agriculture. Tome 4, 1S48, . . . 1
Annales des Mines. Tome 9, 1846. Tome 13, 1848, . 4
Annales des Sciences Naturelles. 1847-8, . . 4
Explication de la Carte Géologique de la France, 1848, 1
Statistique Criminelle, 1845-6, . . . .  2
Statistique de la Justice Civile et Commerciale, 1845-6, 2
Mémoires de l’Academie Royale des Sciences, Morales 
et Politiques, de l’Institute de France. Tome 2 et 5,
1 8 4 7 ,....................................................................................... 2
Diplômes et Chartres de l’Epoque Mérovingienne. 4 
Livraison.
Voyage en Perse, 39-45 Livraison.
Monument de Ninive, par M. P. E. Botta, 11-87 Livraison. 
Choix des Moyens propres a Soulever les navires submerges,
Proces-Verbaux des seances de la Chambre des Depu­
ties, 1847, . . . . . .
Bulletin de la Société Géologique. Tome 6, 1849, . 1
Tableau Général des Mouvements du Cabotage, 1848, .
Tableau Général du Commerce de la France, 1848, . I
Carte Générale des Principales Voies de Communica­
tion, 1846, . . . . . .  1
Tableau Général Numérique par Fonds des Archives
Départémeutales Antérieurés a 1790. 1848, . . 1
Rapport de la Cour des Comptes pour l’Année, 1847, . 1
2
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VOLUMES.
Analyse des Vcenx des Conseils Généraux de Départe­
ment, 1842. 1849, ^
Études Hippologiques par Eug. Gayot, 1847, . • 1
Agriculture Française ; Département de l’Aude, 1847, l
Guide des Propriétaires de Biens Soumise au Métayage,
1847, . . . • • • 1
L’Agriculture Allemande ses Écoles, son Organisation,
ses Moeurs par Royer, 1847, . . . .  1
Recueil des Ouvrages du Musée de Bordeaux, 1787, . 1
Recherches Philosophiques sur les Américains, 1770, . 3
Historiae Salmasius, 1620, . . . .  1
52
P A M P H L E T S .
De la Consommation des Vins de France en Angleterre, 22 copies, . • •
RECEIVED FROM OTHER SOURCES. VO LUMES.
American Almanac, received from Sergeant-at-Arms, . 
Massachusetts State Record, vol. 4, from do.
Journal of Massachusetts House of Representatives, 
from September, 1775, to February, 1776. Received 
from E. Ames, Esq., in exchange of duplicates, 
Senate Journals of Massachusetts Duplicates, vols. 10, 
11, 12, 13, 14 and 71, received from the clerk of the
Senate, . . • •House Documents of Massachusetts, 1850, 6 copies,
Senate “ “ “ “ 6 “Cushing’s Reports of Massachusetts, 2 copies. Re 
ceived from the Secretary of State, .
1
1
1
6
6
6
23
RAILWAY PLANS FROM COMMITTEE ON RAILWAYS AND CANALS. 
P u r s u a n t  t o  a n  A c t , April 21, 1848.
Map of Railroad Crossings and Termini in the Vicinity of Bos­
ton, January, 1850.
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Map of Railroad Crossings in the Vicinity of Boston, showing 
the changes of Grades, January, 1850.
Plan and Profile of a Route for a Railroad from South Dedham 
to Boston, 1850.Plan of the Location of the Norfolk County Railroad between 
Dedham and Blackstone, 1849.
Plan of William A. Wheeler’s Branch Railroad, Worcester.
Surveys for the Salem and Lowell Railroad, 1847.
Plan of Branch Railroad from the Bridgewater Branch to East 
Bridgewater Iron Company’s Works.
Plan and Profile of a Railroad Route from Groton to Towns­
end, 1S46.
Railroad Route from the Fitchburg at Shirley, through Towns­
end, to the New Hampshire line, 1845.
Plan and Profile of a Railroad between Lowell and Andover, 
1844.
Railroad Map of New England and Eastern New York, 1849.
NUMBER OF VOLUMES ADDED TO THE LIBRARY DURING THE
YEAR.
By purchase.
By domestic exchanges, .
By international exchanges, 
By donation,
By other means, .
147
127
52
15
23
Whole number added during the year 1850, . . 364
Number of pamphlets received in 1850, . . 36
Number of railroad plans, &c., received in 1850, . 11
DUPLICATES OF STATUTES, PUBLIC DOCUMENTS, &c., DEPOSITED 
DURING THE YEAR 1850, IN THE LAW LIBRARY OF HARVARD 
UNIVERSITY, PURSUANT TO A RESOLVE PASSED MARCH 31st,
1836.
House Journal, United States, 2d sess., 30th Cong.,
VO LUMES.
1848-9, 1
House Reports, “ “ (( 1 ‘ 2
House Miscellaneous, “  <! t( “ 1
Senate Journal, “  “ (C “  1
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VOLUMES.
Senate Reports, U. States, 2d sess., 30th Congress, 1848-9, 1
Senate Miscellaneous, “ “ “ “ 2
Senate Documents, “ “ “ “ 4
Senate Documents, “ special sess., “ 1849, 1
Executive Documents,“ 2d sess., “ 1848-9, 7
Laws of Maine, 1849, . . . • • !
Laws of New Hampshire, June session, 1850, . . 1
Laws of Vermont, 1849, . . . .  1
Public Laws of Connecticut, May session, 1849, . 1
Private Laws and Resolutions of Connecticut, May
session, 1849, . . . • • • !  
Public Laws of Connecticut, May session, 1850, . 1
Private Laws and Resolutions of Connecticut, May
session, 1850, . . . • • • !  
Laws of New York, 73d session, 1850, . . 1
Laws of New Jersey, 74th Legislature, 1850, . . 1
Zabriskie’s New Jersey Reports, 1st volume, . . 1
Laws of Indiana, 34th session, 1850, . . .  1
Revised Statutes of Wisconsin, 1849, 1
Laws of Iowa, Second General Assembly, 1S48-9, . 1
House Journal of Iowa, 1S48-9, 1
Laws of Kentucky, December session, 1849-50, . 1
Laws, Reports, Journals, &c , of South Carolina, 1849, 1
Laws of Arkansas, 7th session of General Assembly,
1 8 4 8 - 9 , ...........................................................................1
Digest of Statutes of Arkansas, IS48, 1
Laws of Louisiana, 3d session of Legislature, 1S50, . 1
Whole number deposited in 1850, . . .  39
Whole number of volumes deposited in the Law Li­
brary of Harvard University, . . . 1 1 1 9
BOOKS LOST OK MISSING.
Resolves of Massachusetts, 106-9, (duplicate,) . 1
Hawkin’s Picture of Quebec, 1
The latter of the abovenamed volumes has not been in the 
library since it was placed under the charge of the present 
. librarian.
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Washington and Adam’s Administration, 1st volume, re­
ported as missing a year since, has been returned to the library.
As already intimated, the library during the first half of the 
past year was under the control of a joint standing committee 
of both houses, and this committee had the sole power, under 
the Legislature, of directing its management and making addi­
tions to it by purchase. This has been the general mode of 
enlarging and superintending it from the period of its estab­
lishment, a quarter of a century since. To this mode there 
were objections. And in the annual report presented last year, 
it was suggested, “ that in order to secure unity and complete­
ness of character, it was important that those entrusted with 
the responsible control of the library should have a settled 
policy and be governed by similar views from year to year.” 
As a legislative committee is partially or wholly changed with 
each successive Legislature, in respect to the persons who con­
stitute it, the library might be expected to experience, to some 
extent, the disadvantages arising from such a change of mana­
gers and from the want of a well-considered and uniform sys­
tem of administration. It might happen, not unfrequently, 
that it would be placed in the charge of those whose engage­
ments and brief official connection \Vith it, would not permit 
them to give the time and attention necessary to learn its wants, 
mature plans of improvement, and secure its adaptation to the 
special purposes for which it was established.
Moreover, the State library, in respect to size and value, has 
become an important trust. It already contains, including the 
duplicates deposited by statute in the law library of Harvard 
College, more than eight thousand volumes. It has received 
from the State, in annual and special appropriations for its 
increase, the sum of $8,450. The additions to it by donations, 
by foreign and domestic exchanges, and from the archives of 
the Commonwealth, are at least of equal value. Indeed, the 
journals and legislative proceedings of Massachusetts, during 
her early history as a province and a state, are of themselves 
an invaluable treasure. The library, therefore, as a mere pe­
cuniary interest of the Commonwealth, is of sufficient magni-
14 STATE LIBRARY. [Jan.
tude to call for the wisdom of experience and an adherence to 
some approved system in its management. Prudence and 
economy suggest, that such an amount of State property should 
have the regular inspection and systematic direction which can 
be given only by a more permanent board of control and super­
vision.
From such and similar considerations, the committee on the 
library, at the last session of the Legislature, in a report pre­
sented to the Senate, March 2, 1S50, recommended that the 
duties then devolved upon the joint standing committee on the 
library be transferred to a board of trustees. In accordance 
with this report, an act was passed, April 9, 1850, providing 
that “ the State library shall hereafter be under the manage­
ment and control of three trustees, who shall be appointed by 
the governor, with the advice and consent of the council, and 
who shall hold their offices for three years unless sooner re­
moved.” Under this act, Hon. Joel Giles and Charles Sumner, 
Esq., of Boston, and George Livermore, Esq,, of Cambridge, 
were appointed June 6, 1850. These gentlemen accepted the 
appointment and entered upon the gratuitous services of the 
trust in July last. The statute referred to, also provides that 
“ the trustees shall exercise all the powers and duties, in regard 
to the said library, as are now exercised and performed by the 
joint standing committee of the Legislature upon the library; 
and the said trustees Shall also have the general supervision 
and control of the system of international exchanges.”
To the subject of international exchanges the attention of 
the trustees has been particularly directed. It is still receiving 
their mature consideration, so far as it may involve the inter­
ests of the library, and the duty of the Legislature respecting it.
As the number of volumes increases, it becomes difficult, and, 
without some change, it will soon be impracticable, to provide 
adequate accommodations. The additions made, during the 
year, by purchase, cannot be arranged in appropriate places for 
want of suitable room. Sufficient accommodations in the 
present library rooms may be provided in two ways, with little 
or no expense. One way is to place more cases in the rooms. 
The number of cases, however, cannot be increased without 
occupying an area that cannot well be spared, as they would 
render the rooms wholly unfit for the use of committees, of the
1851.] SENATE—No. 5. 15
Board of Education, and of similar bodies, for whose accom­
modation they are much needed and are frequently used. An­
other mode, less objectionable, of providing more room, is to 
remove a large number of volumes, and some now occupying 
a large space, which are wholly inappropriate to the purposes 
of the library. In this way, adequate accommodations may 
be provided for a few years.
Though the immediate design of the library was to furnish 
works of reference for the use of the General Court, and adapted 
to legislative purposes, yet it has become of great importance 
to the public. Its chief value, judging from the daily calls 
upon it for consultation, consists in its extensive collection of 
statute laws and American law reports, especially the former. 
In no respect is it more valuable, either for the Legislature or 
for professional and public men. It probably now contains a 
more complete collection of the statutes of the several states 
than any other library in New England, or perhaps in the 
United States, with the exception of the Congressional library 
at Washington. No private or professional man now thinks of 
collecting into a private library the continuous and increasing 
legislation of over thirty states. No other public institution in 
the Commonwealth has done, or is likely to do, this important 
work. The State library, through the aid of the State depart­
ment, is the only agency that can be expected to accomplish it 
successfully. The utility, and even necessity, of having a 
complete body of the statutes of all the states, and of the 
United States, easily accessible to business and professional 
men will readily be seen. The business relations of the people 
of this State, through commerce, mercantile pursuits, manufac­
tures and emigration, extend to all the states in the Union. 
The contracts resulting from business, the security and collec­
tion of debts, the transfer of property, the settlement of es­
tates, (fee., are governed by the statutes of the State where one 
of the party resides, or where the property is found. To ascer­
tain the provisions of these local statutes, our citizens can have 
recourse only to the State library. Without the facilities for 
information respecting the laws of other states, thus afforded, 
business men must be subjected to delay, inconvenience and 
loss. The amount of consultations at the library shows its 
importance to the public convenience. The extent to which it
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is resorted to, simply to consult the statutes, is already large 
and constantly increasing. Merchants, lawyers, heirs at law, 
pensioners, claimants of every kind, come from various parts 
of the Commonwealth, to examine the legislation of the several 
states, or of the United States. Also, authors preparing his­
torical and legal works, and persons in official stations, from 
our own and even from other states, have recourse to the treas­
ures of statute law and legislative documents now upon our 
shelves. Thus, while the library furnishes wotks of reference 
for the benefit of the Legislature, its public usefulness is ex­
tending, and the responsibility and labor of managing the trust 
are increasing.
Respectfully submitted,
BARNAS SEARS, Librarian.
